ERM 2014 – October 14 - 19, 2014 
Bernhaeuser Forst EJW Conference Center, Bernhaeuser Forst 4,  70771 Leinfelden-Echterdingen-Stetten, Germany 
Practical Information Guide, updated September 2014
1.TRAVEL

1.1. Location

Leinfelden-Echterdingen is a town of 37,000 inhabitants located abt 16 km south of Stuttgart and 7 km from Stuttgart-Airport. Stuttgart is the capital of the federal state of Baden-Wuerttemberg in southwestern Germany. Called the city between woods and vines, Stuttgart is the birthplace of the automobile and hosts the headquarters of Mercedes-Benz and Porsche. Of its 580,000 inhabitants 25% are Catholic, 29% Protestant and 10% Moslems, 40% of the population have a migration background. Stuttgart tourist info: http://www.stuttgart.de/en/ .
1.2 Weather

Weather in October should still be fine and mild, average high 14°C, average low 6°C, with occasional rain.  www.weather.com/weather/tenday/Stuttgart+Germany 
1.3 Travel
Stuttgart is the city of arrival for delegates coming by plane or train. 
Please inform us beforehand of your date and time of arrival at the airport or main train station (hanne.braun@german-ywca.de mobile 0049 173 8026659). 
Below find instructions for making your way from Stuttgart Airport or from Stuttgart-Hauptbahnhof (Main Station) to Bernhaeuser Forst EJW Conference Center, Bernhaeuser Forst 4, 70771  Leinfelden-Echterdingen-Stetten. 
From Stuttgart Airport

It is easiest to travel from Stuttgart Airport with a taxi. Distance approx. 7 km (ca. Euro 14). There will be a pick-up service at the airport, look for sign at the Meeting Point, arrivals hall. 
From Stuttgart Main Station (Stuttgart Hauptbahnhof) - approx. 50 min. 
Our Main Station in Stuttgart will be under permanent construction throughout the next years and changes of platforms and connections on very short notice are to be expected.  
On arrival  at Stuttgart Main Station please contact the “Bahnhofsmisson” (Travelers’aid) in the blue containers near platform 16 (phone 0049-711-292995). There will be a YWCA meeting point where you will get help and the latest travel information. 
The direct way to get to the Conference Center Bernhaeuser Forst is as follows: 
With heavy luggage:
After having contacted the “Bahnhofsmission” (Travelers’ aid) near platform 16, walk through the  wooden passageway to the platform hall. Turn right; at the end of the hall to the left there is a passenger lift leading down to the S-Bahn (city train). As this is the only lift going down, the waiting line can be quite long. Then on with S-Bahn S2 or S3 as described below.

Alternatively:
From the “Bahnhofsmission” near platform 16, take the wooden passage to the platform hall. Take the two escalators to Klett Passage downstairs and follow the signs to “S-Bahn” (green symbol) to the right. Another escalator leads down to platform 101. There you take the S-Bahn S2 (direction Filderstadt) or S3 (direction Airport-Flughafen) to Echterdingen station (10 stops, 24 min.). 
From Echterdingen Bahnhof (bus station platf 6) with bus line 38 (leaving …58 and .. 28 every 30 minutes) to Stetten (F) / Forststrasse stop (13 min.), where you get out. 
Then walk in the direction of travel along the Erlachstrasse to Bernhaeuser Forst (approx. 10 min. for a 600 m walk).
We recommend to book your train ticket from home via Stuttgart-Hauptbahnhof directly to (Stuttgart-) Echterdingen, so that the S-Bahn fare is included. In that case you need only a ticket for the bus. If your train ticket ends at Stuttgart-Hauptbahnhof, then you must purchase a single ticket for 3 zones (Euro 3.70) at one of the ticket machines downstairs, before getting on the S-Bahn. However, at the Bahnhofsmission (see above) we will help you in any way we can. 

Contact:
For Airport: Hanne Braun mobile 0049 173 8026659 hanne.braun@german-ywca.de 
For Main Station: Ursula Lueders mobile 0049 151 191 09820 ulueders@web.de 
Bahnhofsmission (Travelers’ aid): 0049 711 292995 
President German Y: Melanie Gentner mobile 0049 176 30691012 melanie.gentner@gmx.de
1.4 Conference Venue

The ERM will be held at the Bernhaeuser Forst EJW Conference Center, Bernhaeuser Forst 4, 70771 Leinfelden-Echterdingen-Stetten, P.O. Box 30 01 35, 70756 Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Phone 0049 79761-0, Fax 0049 79761-33, e-mail info@b-forst.de, www.bernhaeuser-forst.de/en/ . The Conference Center offers a beautiful and quiet environment in the middle of nature. The motto of the house is: Encounter, empower, inspire. The conference rooms are equipped with modern conference technology which is available on request. Photocopies can be provided. Telephone connections and WLAN or tethered internet access is provided.

A piano is at your disposal, as well as a chapel for your individual spirituality and for morning worships. Accommodation is in bright and friendly rooms as double and family rooms, single rooms on request against an extra charge. Prices include breakfast, lunch and dinner, as well as a coffee break at the cafeteria. 
Our German YWCA member Alma Ulmer is the Director of Studies at the Conference Center. She can be reached during office hours at 0049 711 7976144. 

Should there be any more questions, please feel free to contact the German YWCA office, Hanne Braun, mobile 0049 173 8026659, hanne.braun@german-ywca.de .
